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Section A: Language change

Question 1
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Read Texts A, B and C.

Analyse how Text A exemplifies the various ways in which the English language has changed
over time. In your answer, you should refer to specific details from Texts A, B and C, as well as to
ideas and examples from your wider study of language change.

Text A

An extract from evidence given and questions asked in a criminal court case in London in 1793

SARAH WILLIAMS was indi¢ted! for ftealing on the 7th of November, one piece of printed
cotton, containing fourteen yards?, value 1l. 8.3 the goods of William Rotten.

WILLIAM ROTTEN fuworn.

WILLIAM ROTTEN: I am a linen
draper* in Oxford-ftreet. I loft the cotton on
Thurf{day the 7th of November ; thefe printed
cottons I loft with fome others that were tied
at the door. I faw the prifoner looking at thefe
things ; after the had looked at them, and
examined them fome little time, the made a
motion to come into the thop ; fhe put one foot
upon the threfhold of the door, and without
any queftions, or looking to fee if she faw any
body, the immediately turned fhort, and went
round the corner of our houfe, the corner of
Oxford-market Court; I fufpected her going
to take fomething, going away fo fuddenly ;
and I was going towards the thop door to {ee,
and a young man at the time, atked me, if I
had loft any thing? I looked at the prints at the
door, and found there were some gone; I went
after the woman, and in Oxford-market, I
catched hold of her about forty yards from the
houfe; as I laid hold of her hand to bring her
back, I faw the prints under her arm ; when I
led her back about five yards, the let them fall;
a perfon that was by, immediately told me of it,
and picked them up, and gave them me.

Q. What did you do on that information ?

WILLIAM ROTTEN: He brought
them, and gave them to me, and I took them
into the fhop with the prifoner. I was not
gone a yard from the place where the dropped
them.

Q. In what manner was the print that you
fee under her arm, had fhe a cloak on, or not ?
Did you fee the print, or did you not ?

WILLIAM ROTTEN: I fee the prints ;
her cloak flew back when I catched hold of
her arm.

Q. Was it all one figure, or different
figures ?

WILLIAM ROTTEN: Two different
patterns.

Q. Can you fay for a certainty, they are
the fame patterns that you miffed ?

WILLIAM ROTTEN: Yes, I had them
counted immediately.

Q. Do you know this property to be
your’s, except from the pattern?

WILLIAM ROTTEN: I know it from
the thop mark, a mark of my own invention,
it is a character, neither letters, nor figures.

lindicted: brought before a court on a charge of having committed a crime

2yards: the plural of ‘yard’, a unit of measurement for length, slightly less than a metre
311. 8s.: the value of the goods in the local currency of the time

4linen draper: someone who sells cloths and fabrics
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Text B

The top five collocates

preceding ‘figure’ and ‘pattern’ from the British National Corpus
(1980s—-1993)

‘figure’ ‘pattern’
central similar
key general
leading new
tall different
public basic
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Text C

n-gram graph for Oxford Street and Oxford-ftreet (1750-2019)

0.0001000%
0.0000900%
0.0000800%
0.0000700%
0.0000600%
0.0000500%
0.0000400%
0.0000300%
0.0000200%
0.0000100%
0.0000000%

\ \% / V //\/ L Oxford Street

J \ ~—

1760 1780 1800 1820 1840 1860 1880 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000

Oxford-[treet

9093/31/M/J/24

© UCLES 2024



PMT

5

BLANK PAGE

© UCLES 2024 9093/31/M/J/24 [TU rn over



Question 2
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Section B: Child language acquisition

Read the following text, which is a transcription of a conversation between Samir (age 4 years)
and his mother. Samir is having a bath.

Analyse ways in which Samir and his mother are using language in this conversation. In your
answer, you should refer to specific details from the transcription, as well as to ideas and examples

from your wider study of child language acquisition. [25]
Mother: samir (.) are you okay/
Samir: yeah (.) okay
Mother: right (2) is the water warm enough for you”
Samir: yeah (1) bit hot
I 5
Mother: is it a bit hot”
I
Samir: yeah (.) but i dont mind it
Mother: well () the house isnt very warm (.) so i thought (.) a nice warm bath
Samir: oh (.) yeah 10
I
Mother: and ive just had one
Samir: know the freezing water we had”
Mother: yes (.) i think
I 15
Samir: and (.) um (.) every time you put it on me it tickles”
I
Mother: tickles (.) yeah (.) i know
it wasnt very warm (.) it wasnt cold water but (.) it wasnt very warm (.) was it \
(1) tepid (1) lukewarm 20
Samir: lukewarm
Mother: thats the word samir (1) lukewarm
Samir: luke is warm [laughs]
Mother: [laughs] like your friend (.) your friend called luke (.) when he gets his jumper on
Samir: mum> (.) my necks always (1) i need to wash my neck 25
I
Mother: do you (1) well (1) your
neck is a place that can get grubby (1) and it needs a good wash
I
Samir: it always tells me when 30
it needs a wash
Mother: ho tells youN
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Samir:

Mother:

Samir:

Mother:

Samir;

Mother:

Samir:

Mother:

Samir:

Mother:

7
my neck (1) my neck (.) then it dries up (.) my neck

I thought you said somebody told you when your neck needed a wash (1) i
was wondering who told you that your neck needed washing
I
who did\ (.) someone did
1
did
they7 (1) who told you that\

YOU
oh (1) well (1) i do (1) always telling you to get your neck washed arent in

i always know it (1) its okay if i play and my hair gets wet”?

yes (.) cos im gonna wash your hair anyway (.) in a minute (1) ive just washed

mine
MUM (1) i want some water on my head

do you\ (1) well (1) its all right (.) if you want to wet your head

TRANSCRIPTION KEY

(1) = pause in seconds

(.) = micropause

underlined = stressed sound/syllable(s)

/I = speech overlap

[italics] = paralinguistic features

<italics> = contextual information

UPPER CASE = words spoken with increased volume
°word® = words spoken with decreased volume

7 = upward intonation

\ = downward intonation

/wiv/ = phonemic representation of speech sounds
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REFERENCE TABLE OF International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) PHONEMIC SYMBOLS
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(RECEIVED PRONUNCIATION)

1 Consonants of English 2 Pure vowels of English
/] fat, rough lir/ beat, keep

/v/ very, village, love /1/ bit, tip, busy

/e/ theatre, thank, athlete lel bet, many

1981 this, them, with, either le&el bat

/s/ sing, thinks, losses /Al cup, son, blood
lzl/ Z00, beds, easy [ar/ car, heart, calm, aunt
1f/ sugar, bush /o/ pot, want

/31 pleasure, beige /ot port, saw, talk
/hl high, hit, behind /al about, sudden
Ipl pit, top /31l word, bird

It/ tip, pot, steep /ol book, wood, put
Ikl keep, tick, scare fur/ food, soup, rude
/bl bad, rub

/d/ bad, dim 3 Diphthongs of English
/gl aun, big /er/ late, day, great
It/ church, lunch /ar/ time, high, die
/dz/ judge, gin, jury /or/ boy, noise

/m/ mad, jam, small /aws/ cow, house, town
Inl/ man, no, snow /o / boat, home, know
/y/ singer, long /19/ ear, here

1/ loud, kill, play /ea/ air, care, chair
1l you, beyond /va/ cure, jury

fw/ one, when, sweet

/rl] rim, bread

/?/ uh-oh
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